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Newsletter of the Robins AFB Post:  Society of American Military Engineers 

Preview of August 2010 SAME Presentation, entitled “78 Civil Engineering Group, 78 Air Base Wing 

Program Review.”  This presentation will be given by the Civil Engineering Director, Mr. Otis Hicks. 

The 78th Civil Engineer Group (CEG) is one of three Groups under the 78th Air 

Base Wing (ABW) which is responsible for all support services and facilities on 

Robins AFB, the first and foremost part of their mission is to provide combat ready 

war-fighting forces for deployment to war-fighting commands around the world.  

Additionally, the 78th ABW provides services for the Warner Robins Air Logistics 

Center and the entire Robins Air Force Base community.   

The 78th CEG provides engineering and fire protection services, maintains real 

property, accomplishes alteration and new construction, protects and conserves natural resources, and manages 

contract services, and maintains facilities, serving over 23,000 people on 8,435 acres at Robins AFB.  The 78th 

CEG also manages military family privatized housing units, and dormitory rooms.   Mr. Otis Hicks the Director 

of the 78th CEG will be giving a presentation on the Robins AFB Military Construction (MILCON), Sustain-

ment, Restoration and Modernization (SRM), and Operations and Maintenance (O&M) programs.  

Call for the 2011 Robins  

SAME Post Program 

AUGUST 2010 www.samerobins.org 

Civil Engineering Program Review 

Calling all potential presenters for the 2011 

Program!  The Program Directors for the 

Robins SAME Post are currently working on 

setting up presentations for next year.  This 

is a wonderful opportunity for you or your 

company to gain recognition by speaking to 

SAME on a topic based on any of the multi-

ple facets of Engineering or maybe you have  

a suggestion on what you would like to hear at 

a SAME meeting.  Either way, let the Program 

Directors know by contacting Mr. Ken Bran-

ton (Kenneth_Branton@URSCorp.com) or 

Mrs. Laurel Cordell 

(Laurel.Cordell@robins.af.mil) for suggestions 

and/or more information on reserving your 

date to come out and talk to SAME. 



For those of you that work outside of the gates but would like to attend our monthly  meetings,  SAME is 

working with Security Forces to allow people to come inside the gates without having to be sponsored in.  

Please submit your name, phone number, and email address to A7.executiveofficer@us.af.mil if you would 

like to attend the meeting.   
 

Please submit your request by Monday, August 16th so that Security Forces has time for processing.  On the 

day of the meeting, come in through the Main Gate (the Watson Boulevard gate) and stop by the Visitor’s 

Center.  Please have your driver’s license, proof of insurance, and vehicle registration handy as you 

will be required to show these before your pass is issued. 

Upcoming Dates in 2010 
   
 

17-18 August:  Infrastructure Security 
and Disaster Response Conference 
hosted by the Bragg-Pope-

Fayetteville Post.  Come early on the 
17th to attend the Post’s Program 

Review and some golf.  Visit http://

mysame.org/events/isdrconf/ for 

more information. 
 

18 August:  1130 hours:  SAME Gen-
eral Meeting immediately preceded 
by SAME Robins Post Board/Officer’s 
Meeting.  The Base Civil Engineer for 
the 78th Civil Engineering Group will 
be presenting the 78 Civil Engineer-
ing Group, 78 Air Base Wing Pro-
gram Review.  The presentation will 
highlight the various projects for Rob-
ins AFB. 
 
15 September:  1130 hours:  SAME 
General Meeting immediately pre-
ceded by SAME Robins Post Board/
Officer’s Meeting.   Steven Jackson 
from Municipal Electric Authority of 
Georgia (MEAG) will be the featured 
presenter and will be presenting on 
the topic of Nuclear Power as a vi-
able alternative energy source. 
 

14 October:  SAME Golf Tournament.  
Rain Date scheduled for 21 October.  
See Nelson Rosa for more details on 
how you can sponsor or play in this 
year’s tournament. 
 

2-4 November: South Atlantic-South 
Central Regional Conference, Secur-
ing the Future, in Jacksonville, FL.  

Join us on Florida’s First Coast to discuss “Securing the 

Future” with your fellow government, private industry, 

public sector engineers and scientists who are working to 

support our military, secure our critical infrastructure and 

incorporate sustainability into everything we do. This 

Conference will allow you the opportunity to discuss 

trends, gather information, and network.  Whether you are participating as a spon-

sor, an exhibitor or by advertising in the event program, this Conference is not to 

be missed.   
 

Conference Highlights: 

- Cutting edge workshops and panel discussions, featuring nationally recognized 

speakers 

- Premier exhibit hall and hotel facilities 

- Golf, Fun Run and Excursions 

- The World Golf Hall of Fame and IMAX Theater. 
 

Please visit www.samejax.org for more details on how you can become a sponsor, 

participate in the golf tournament, or register online.  

Presenter’s Bio: Otis Hicks, Jr. 
Otis L. Hicks, Jr., is the director of the 78th CEG, 78th ABW, 

Robins Air Force Base, Georgia. As host civil engineer, the 78th 

Civil Engineer Group supports the Warner Robins Air Logistics 

Center, the 78th Air Base Wing, 116th Air Control Wing, De-

fense Logistics Agency, and numerous other hosted units on an 

8,722 acre installation. The 78th Civil Engineer Group is re-

sponsible for maintenance of an infrastructure valued at $3.5 billion. 

Mr. Hicks earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering 

Technology from Savannah State College and was commissioned in 1980 as a 

graduate of the Air Force Officers Training School. He has commanded two 

civil engineer squadrons, and served as Deputy Support Group Commander. 

Mr. Hicks has served in various civil engineering roles at the base level, to in-

clude design, planning, contract management, environmental planning, and 

operations. His major command level experience includes tours in the readi-

ness, outsourcing and privatization, and CE operations arenas. Mr. Hicks re-

tired from active duty in the rank of Colonel in December 2008. 

Regional Conference held in Jacksonville, FL 

WHAT’S  
COMING 
UP… 
 
The next Robins Post General 
Meeting will be held on 18  
August 2010 at 11:30 am.  The  
meeting will be held in the Hori-
zon’s Atrium.  All are welcome. 

Getting on base for SAME meetings 
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Merrick & Company is an employee-owned, 

multidisciplinary professional services firm 

specializing in the energy, security, life sci-

ences, and infrastructure markets.  The firm 

provides engineering, architecture, design-

build, surveying, and geospatial technologies 

services.  Being a full-service provider of ar-

chitectural and engineering design and construction services for military and 

government facilities, Merrick has a thorough knowledge of agency struc-

tures, processes, approvals, and quality control that allows it to deliver excel-

lent professional design service to those agencies.  Merrick & Company is an  

Spotlight on Sustaining Member Firm:  
Merrick & Company 

 It’s almost that time of  year again...  

international provider of a variety of services whose personnel pride themselves in their ability to bring a 

project to completion in the most efficient, cost effective, and safe way possible.  
 

Merrick & Company has two Georgia offices located in downtown Atlanta and Duluth.  Their contact infor-

mation is:   Atlanta Office   Duluth Office 
    229 Peachtree Street, NE  3575 Koger Boulevard  

    International Tower, Suite 600 Gwinnett Building, Suite 235  

    Atlanta, GA 30303-1619  Duluth, GA 30096-4983   

    TEL 404-739-5100   TEL 404-739-5100   

    FAX 404-739-5101   FAX 678-281-1142  
 

For more information, please visit www.merrick.com. 

That’s right folks!  The event you’ve been waiting for, the 2010 SAME Golf Tourna-

ment will the held on October 14th.  There will be a Putting Contest and plenty of 

door prizes for those who wish to “tear up the green”.  Events start at 10:30 AM and 

will include lunch, some golfing, and an awards ceremony.  All proceeds got to the 

SAME Scholarship Fund.  So grab your clubs and get ready for some friendly compe-

tition as you enjoy a day of golfing at the Pine Oaks Golf Course at Robins AFB.   
 

The application for entering the tournament is on pages 5 and 6 of this flyer.  Just print the application dou-

ble sided with a flip on the short edge, fill it out, and send it to:  
 

     Ms. Chris Losert 

     AECOM 

     1452 Corporate Pointe  

     Warner Robins, GA  31088 
 

Don’t forget you can also sponsor a hole or donate prizes for this fun-filled event.  See application for levels 

of sponsorship and make checks payable to “SAME Robins AFB Post”.  For more information or to make a 

reservation, please contact Chris Losert (478-329-8870) or Nelson Rosa (478-329-0103) or email them 

at chris.losert@aecom.com or nelson.rosa@aecom.com. 3 

 “To promote and facilitate engi-

neering support for national se-

curity by developing and enhanc-

ing relationships and competen-

cies among uniformed services, 

public and private sector engi-

neers, and related professionals.” 

 

“To be a premier global engi-

neering organization leading the 

professional and personal growth 

of all members in support of mili-

tary readiness and development 

of solutions to national security 

challenges.” 

SAME Vision 

SAME Mission  

http://www.ch2mhill.com


Post Officers 
 

President 

Col. Nicholas Desport 

nicholas.desport@us.af.mil 
(478) 327-1100 
 
Vice President 
Mr. Mike Coats 
michael.coats@aecom.com 
(478) 329-8870 
 
Secretary 
Ms. Esther Lee 
esther.lee@robins.af.mil 
(478) 327-3976 
 
Assistant Secretary 
Ms. Casey Spinks 
casey.spinks@aecom.com 
(478) 329-8870 
 
Treasurer 
Mr. Griff Cox 
gary.cox4@robins.af.mil 
(478) 327-9269 
 
Senior Enlisted Advisor 
(VACANT) 
 
Executive Directors 
Mr. Ric Powers (Emeritus); National Liaison 
richard.l.powers@usace.army.mil 
(478) 926-0290 
 
Ms. Nancy Manley; Membership 
nancy.manley@robins.af.mil 
(478) 926-3533 x 28100 
 
Directors 
Mr. Ken Branton; Programs 
kenneth_branton@urscorp.com 
(678) 808-8907 
 
Ms. Laurel Cordell; Programs 
laurel.cordell@robins.af.mil 
(478) 327-9275 
 
Education & Mentoring 
(VACANT) 
 
Mr. Joe Ballard; National Security 
joe.ballard.1@us.af.mil 
(478) 327-1034 
 
Mr. Shawn Politino; National Security 
shawn.politino@us.af.mil 
(478) 327-1023 
 
Mr. Kevin Long; Financials 
kevin.long@robins.af.mil 
(478) 327-3610 
 
Mr. Steve Hvizdzak; Events/Small Busi-
ness 
steve.hvizdzak@tepa.com 
(478) 922-7751 
 
Mr. Paul Koch; Sustaining Memberships 
pdkoch@mactec.com 
(478) 923-5999 
 
Ms. Becky McCoy; (Past President) 
becky.mccoy@robins.af.mil 
(478) 327-9287 

Sustaining Member Firms 
 

AECOM 
Mike Coats; michael.coats@aecom.com 
(478) 329-8870 / Fax 329-1062 

 

AMEC, PLC 
Keith Brown; keith.brown@amec.com 
(770) 420-2100 / Fax 420-2080 

 

Applied Engineering Solutions 
Angie Hubbard; ahubbard@AES-pe.com   
(478) 314-1270 / Fax 314-1271 

 

ARCADIS US 
Steven Moes; steven.moes@arcadis-us.com  
(386) 338-2682 / Fax 263-2746 

 

Benham Constructors, LLC 
Michael Gwyn; Hmike.gwyn@benham.com 
(704) 542-2908 / Fax 759-0081 

 

CAPE, Inc. 
Scott Harris; Hsharris@cape-inc.com 
(478) 923-6788 / Fax 923-6799 

 

CH2M Hill 
Frank Miyagawa; Hfrank.miyagawa@ch2m.com 
(850) 939-8300 x42 / 939-0035 

 

Columbia Engineering  
Donald Sherrill; dsherrill@columbia-engineering.com 
(770) 925-0357 / Fax 925-0565 

 

Donaldson, Garrett & Associates, Inc. 
Elaine Hollis-Prichard; esh@dg-a.com 
(478) 474-5350 / Fax 477-2534 
 

Eaton Corporation 

Adam Byrd; adambyrd@eaton.com 

(678) 309-4235 / Fax  n/a 

 

EMR, Inc. 
Lemuel Campbell; lcampbell@emr-inc.com 
(478) 953-8857 / Fax 953-1736 

 

Geosyntec Consultants 
Bill Nagel; bnagel@geosyntec.com 
(478) 328-6181 / Fax 929-5120 

 

Geotechnical & Environmental Consultants 
Thomas Driver; Htdriver@geconsultants.comH  
(478) 757-1606 / Fax 757-1608 

 

J2 Engineering, Inc. 

Ken Shiver;  kshiver@j2-eng.com 

(352) 472-5140 / Fax 472-5159 

 

Landmark Engineering Group, Inc. 

Mike Shamsie;  mike.shamsie@landgroup.biz 

(309) 755-3400 / Fax 755-5522 

 

Leo A Daly 
Edward Piekarczyk; EPiekarczyk@leoadaly.com 
(404) 874-8333 / Fax 874-8830 

 

MACTEC Engineering and Consulting 
Art Warner; arwarner@mactec.com 
(478) 923-5999 x15 / Fax 923-5776 
 
Merrick & Company 
Douglas Elledge; douglas.elledge@merrick.com 
(404) 739-5100 / Fax 739-5101 
 

New South Construction Company 

Dan Hobson;  dhobson@newsouthconstruction.com  

(404) 443-4000 / Fax 443-4100 

Ocmulgee Site and Environmental Services, Inc. 
Wesley Woods;  lwoods@ocmulgeesite.com 
(478) 224-7070 / Fax 224-7072 
 
PBS&J 
Nate Berger; Hnberger@pbsj.com 
(770) 933-0280 / Fax 933-0691 

 

Pond & Company 
John Cassidy; cassidyj@pondco.com 
(678) 336-7740 / Fax 336-7744 
 
Porter Scientific Inc. 
Freda Porter;  fporter@porterscientific.com 
(910) 521-0549 / Fax 521-3599 

 

Reeves Construction Company 

Steve Kichefski; skichefski@southeastpavement- 

services.com 

(478) 474 9092 / Fax 474-9192 

 

RMT 
Elizabeth Boyette; HElizabeth.Boyette@RMTInc.com 
(864) 234-9102 / 281-0288  
 

SKE International, Inc. 
Michelle Neighbors; Hmneighbors@skeii.com 
(478) 922-9174 / Fax 922-8508 

 

Superior Solar Systems LLC 
Jeff Ball; jeff.ball@superiorsolar.com  
(707) 695-5454 / Fax (866) 699-9852 

 

TEPA EC, LLC 
Steve Hvizdzak; Hsteve.hvizdzak@tepa.com 
(478) 922-7751 / Fax 922-7925 

 

TetraTech, Inc. 
Scott Cavode; scott.cavode@tetratech.com 
(404) 522-2867 / Fax 329-0558 

 

URS Corporation 
Ken Branton; kenneth_branton@urscorp.com 
(678) 808-8907 / Fax 808-8400 
 

Weston Solutions, Inc. 
Hilton Culpepper; hilton.culpepper@westonsolutions.com 
(478) 875-3693 / Fax 875-3693 (same) 

 

WINDAMIR Development & Construction 
Kimberly Glover; kglover@windamir.com 
(770) 436-3500 / Fax 436-9020     

SAME Robins Post  
Sustaining Member News 
Are you with a Sustaining Member Firm?  
If you would like to become one, or if you are  
not sure of your company’s registration 
status, please contact Mr. Paul Koch, our 
Sustaining Member Director, at 
478.923.5999 or pdkoch@mactec.com. 
 

Accepting Abstracts 
We are currently accepting abstracts for pre-
senters and Presentations in 2011. Let us 
know what presentation topics or presenters 
would most interest you. We want to know 
what is important to you. Please contact Mr. 
Ken Branton at kenneth_branton@urscorp.com 
with feedback or for more information. 
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